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THE BRET1REN EVANGELIST. 


Hi* mind wh not capable of accepting the truth. 
So many minde are, although their eyes see, blind 
to the truths ot the Scriptures, and cannot be con- 
vinced. 

Let us ask for some plain facts about trine im- 
mersion, as compared with single immersion. 

James, the Jaet, surnamed the brother of onr 
Lord, was martyred in Jerusalem in A. D. 63. 
He was counted as the chief judge in the council 
mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles, and hie 
practices were certainly greatly revered by the 
Christians of Jerusalem. Two hundred and fifty- 
two years after his death Cyril became bishop of 
Jerusalem. Of his writings, there has come down 
to ns twenty-three catecheses, which are held by 
scholars to be the oldest and best outline ot Chris- 
tian doctrine. In these catechisms he says, "You 
made the saving confession, and descended thrice 
into the water. The single imraersionist must 
prove that a complete revolution had taken place 
within the 252 years between the birth of Cyril 
and the death of James, the Lord's brother ; and 
there is no known history that the Mother Church 
of Jerusalem changed a Bingle doctrine or practice. 
Even James and the first fifteen bishops of Jeru- 
salem were circumcised, bo strong wsb their inclin- 
ation to hold to established practices. 

In A. D. 33, St. Paul wsb miraculously convert- 
ed, and he was baptized by Ananias by direct com- 
mand of the Lord in a vision, and we have no 
doubt that his baptism was satislactory to the 
Lord, and; that Ananias did it according to the 
Lord's mode. St. Paul helped to build the church 
at Autioch, and it is reasonable to suppose that he 
baptized as he was baptized. In that same region 
trine immersion is the baptism that is now prac- 
ticed, and there is no history to prove that a change 
at any time look place. St. Paul was one of the 
founders of the church of Rome and it practiced 
trine immersion through all of its history for a 
thousand years, and never practiced single immer- 
sion at any time. 

St. Paul planted Christianity in Great Britain, 
and for more than a thousand years after it was the 
mode of baptism practiced and esteemed. 

St. Paul planted Christianity in Spain, and it 
was the only practice until the time of Gregory 
the Great, when a request was made of him to au- 
thorize the change from trine immersion to single 
immersion. * 

St. Paul planted Christianity in Athene, Mace- 
donia, Cesarea, and various places in Asia Minor, 
St. Basil, in the 3rd century said : "Iu three im- 
mersions," etc., and further, that "the Lord estab- 
lished the rite of baptism." There is no history to 
prove that his mode of administering baptism was 
different from the one St. Paul established in the 
churches he served two hundred years after. The 
samo can be said of St. Ambrose, St. Jerome, St. 
Augustine, and ot Gregory Nissen and Chrysos- 
tom of the fourth century. 

St. Mark, the author of the book bearing his 
name in the New Testament, planted Christianity 
in Alexandria and Carthage in Egypt. A. D. 200. 
Cyprian was born and became bishop of that 
church, and at that time trine immersion was the 
established practice of the church. This was 


ty," and single immersion is only beard of in a few 
places aa heretical baptism, contrarj to the Com- 
mission, or as a departure from the general prac- 
tice of the churches of Jesus Christ ? 

The Tunker church has in its membership those 
who believe they are baptized in the successions) 
trine immersion and the world is challenged to 
prove that it has not come down from hand to hand 
from the hands ot the Apostles. 

These things fully and perfectly satisfy me 
that trine immersion is the true Christian baptism, 
and no amount of philology and "contention about 
words to no profit" can occasion a doubt for a mo- 
ment. 

A. L. Gabber. 
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about 150 years after the death of the Apostle. 
There is not th* least evidence that there was a 


change of mode in that church so radical, during 

that time. 

St Peter and Paul planted Christianity in Rome 
and established the church there. . Tertullian was 
a Presbyter in that church and Carthage, and he 
was born about A. D. 150, when those were yet 
living who heard the apostles preaoh. He speaks 
about trine immersion as the established mode of 
baptism, and BayB : "We, following the example 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, are born in 
the water. That birth, to him, was trine immer- 
sion. 

Those martyrs for Christ must have had little 
honor to lie so much about the man for whose sake 
they eudured horrible deaths. 

The Greek church practices trine immersion to- 
day, and it knows no history of any change in its 
practice from the bands of the Apostles. 

How does it ouroe, if single immersion was the 
practice of the first ohorcb, that, in the language of 
Wall, "trine immersion was the way of all antiqui- 


Trlne Immersion. 
If my memory serves me rightly some weeks 
ago the Evangelist made the request, that each 
minister in the Brethren church should write out 
his three best arguments in favor of trine immer- 
sion and send them in for publication, for the good 
of the general brotherhood. 

This, I think, was a good suggestion, for some 
of our people are not conversant with the arguments 
in favor of triune immersion and would like to read 
them. But, as yet, only two have responded to 
the call, viz., Bro. Brown and Ridenour, and 
Bro. Mason told us a few weeks ago that his argu- 
ments were ready but they have not yet appeared. 
Come brethren if you have any arguments give 
the church the benefit of them. 

Bro. Bauman wants some k one to prove trine 
immersion from the Bible. The only Scripture, 
to my knowledge, that bears directly upon this 
subject, and from which trine immersion may be 
clearly proven is the commission and as we have 
had bo many analyses and expositions of this text 
already, I do not see that anything new could 
possibly be adduced on that line. However, I sug- 
gest that Bro. Bauman tries his band on the Bible 
arguments. 

Leaving the Bible arguments for some one else 
to adduce, I will now give, what I consiaer, three 
strong presumptive arguments in favor of trine 
immersion, viz.: 

1. It is presumable that if sprinkling, pouring 
or single immersion had been the Apostolic mode 
of baptism the Greeks and others who practice 
trine immersion would never have made the 
change from a mode comparatively easy to our re- 
quiring more time, more labor and more humility. 
It is a principle in the arts, sciences, ngriculture, 
commerce and education to simplify, lep off, short- 
en up, boil down and condense. History dem- 
onstrates the fact that it is almost the universal 
passion of civilized man to abreviate or 
abridge so as to economize time and re 
quire but little restraint or humility, and this rule 
holds good in the historv of the churches (the 
German Baptist excepted.) Hence, I can see how 
the churches could have gone from trine immersion 
to single immersion, pouring and sprinkling. But 
why they should have gone the other way contrary 
to this general tendency remains to be shown. 

2. It ib presumable that if the Apostolic mode 
of baptism had been anything else than trine im- 
mersion that Monulus would not have said in A. 
D. 256, that "trine immersion had always been 
with the church," and Cbrysostom, Tertullian and 
all the early churches would not have attributed 
trine immersion directly to Christ, and fathers and 
historians would not have attributed single immer- 
sion to Ennomius, an Ariau heretic, and his co- 
workers in the fourth century. 

3. It is presumable that trine immersion was 
the Apostolic mode of baptism, from the fact that 
the Greek church, which number over eighty- five 
millions, having an unbroken line of church succes- 
sion, and speaking the same language that the 
commission was written in, understand it to teach 
trine immersion, and so practice. 

Had baptism been practiced in the early churches 
by any other mode they certainly would have been 
cognizant of the fact. 

A. M. Ridenour. 

Auburn, 111., Jan. 14, 1888. 


"And I wu afraid and went mod bid tby talent In the earth, M 
there thou bait that 1b thine." 

How well that applies to some of us Christians 
today, the great God above only knows. But 
brethren and sisters, how much more we should be 
interested in this matter than we are. How many 
of ns have hid the talent God gave us to use for 
the enrichment of his kingdom. Are we trying to 
gain other talents for our blessed Lord, or have we 
hid the one he gave usV In other words, are we 
doing all we can for the advancement of our blessed 
Master? Are we, by our lives, showing others 
that in serving God we are better men and women, 
or have we hid the talent, and by the hiding caused 
others to hide and keep without the saving grace 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ "r 1 Are we 
serving God all the time or arc we serving him 
when it suits us; when it ts convenient and when 
we need not make any sacrifice to do bo ? I am 
afraid too many serve God in this way. This 
ought not to be so for "God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
be lie vet h on him might not perish but have ever* 
lasting life." Then if God so loved us who sin 
directly against him, how much more ought we to / 
love him who not only died that we might live, 
but who gives us all the great blessings we daily 
enjoy. Are we hiding the great love God has for 
us in our hearts? No, if we had it hid there, it 
would spring up, purify and change us, for no one 
can keep the love ot God in his heart without it 
manifesting itself in the man. Are we seiying 
God because we love him, or have we hid the tal- 
ent and serve him from a cold sense ot duty, feel- 
ing that we owe him our service for what he has 
done for us, yet our hearts are not in the matter, 
or are we serving God just to escape hell. I am 
afraid too many are serving God for this reason 
only, not because they love him or feel duty bound 
to serve him, but just to escape everlasting damna- 
tion of their souls. May God Almighty help each 
and every one of ua to love him with all our strength 
of heart, soul and body, and let un ask him in sincere, 
earnest and hearth It prayer to send his holy love 
down in our hearts so we all may love him and obey 
all his commandments without feeling that any of 
them are burdensome. Let us do more for God 
who has done so much for us. I tell you it we do 
not love God we will be unfit for heaven, for God 
is love. So let us get the love ot God in our 
hearts and all else will work for good, for we know 
"that all things work lor good to them that love 
him." So let us all be up and at work, so we may 
enter into the perlect rest that awai*s God's faith- 
ful children. Nu, brethren, if we ' Btand idle in 
God's great vineyard how can we hope to enjoy 
the perfect rest, for we all know there is no rest to 
those who do nothing. To get perfect rest of body 
we must do something, or it can't be had. May 
God fill our hearts with his perfect love and help 
ns so to use the talent that it may redound to his 
honor and glory. 


Honor and exaltation come through discipline, 
which is often painful and protracted. 


Literature is the immortality of speech. — Wil- 
mott. 

Absence of occupation is not rest, 
A mind quite vacant is a mind distressed. 

— Cowper. 

Eternity stands always fronting God : 

A stern colossal image with blind eyes, 

And grand, dim lips, that murmur evermore, 

God, God, God 1 — Mrs. Browning. 
In all science error precedes the truth, and it 
is better it should go 'first than last. — Walpole. 

God has a will concerning the nations and has 
instruments at hand for accomplishing this will. 

Impatience is parent of disorder. 

God chooses and prepares his chosen for the 
special work required of them. 

Fear not you will be found. 

Happiness and misery are the names of two ex- 
treams, the utmost bounds whereof we know not, 
—Locke. 

Some there be that shadows kiss ; 
Some have but a shadows bliss. 

— Shakespeare. 


